
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 3
2 Kings 3:1-3 - Reign of Jehoram, son of Ahab
 

Sin of Jeroboam mentioned again
 
2 Kings 3:4-6 - Moab rebels against Israel
 

During the reign of Ahab, Moab would send resources to Israel as a tax or tribute. After his death, under the reign of 
Mesha, Moab rebels. Losing that revenue stream would have been significant and so Jehoram, gathers Israel to squash the 
rebellion.

 
2 Kings 3:7-12 – Kings unite against Moab
 

Jehoram reaches out to Jehoshaphat (king of Judah) and also the king of Edom for help in his fight against Moab.  He 
aligns with the king of Edom as he plans to attack Moab by traveling through the “wilderness of Edom”  (v. 8).

 
You can notice on the map what it would be 
militarily advantageous for Jehoram to align 
with Judah and Edom. Their forces could sneak 
into Moab from the south, which was a much 
longer route for the troops to travel, and thus 
likely provided more of a surprise attack.

 
After a 7 day journey, the army finds itself without 
water.  Facing this crisis, Jehoram immediately blame the 
LORD for this. (v. 10).  Jehoshaphat on the other hand 
says, “hold on a second, let’s find out through a prophet 
what is really going on”.
 
Remember, we have learned from 1 Kings that Jehoshaphat 
was not like his Israel king counterparts but actually 
feared the LORD and obeyed his word
 
1 Kings 22:43a- He walked in all the way of Asa his 
father; he did not turn aside from it, doing right in the 
sight of the LORD...
 
This instances highlights two typical responses to 
trouble.  Jehoram represents that common attitude of 
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blaming God when trouble comes.  He, without much thought or provocation, cries out “this must be the LORD punishing us!”  In 
contrast, Jehoshaphat says “let’s seek the LORD for clarity on what is going on”.  He offers us a good example to model.  Jehoram 
is quick to blame the LORD, Jehoshaphat is quick to seek Him.
 

v. 11 - “Is there a prophet of the LORD here?” - notice that a servant answers, while the king is silent.  Elisha is called 
upon.

 
2 Kings 3:13-19 - 3 Kings & Elisha
 

v. 16-17 - Elisha commands the kings to make trenches in the valley.  He says that the LORD will cause these trenches to 
fill up with water, even though no rain will come.  Not only would these trenches be used to quench the thirst of the 
soldiers and their animals, it would be used to bring victory in the conflict.

 
v. 18 - The miraculous is a simple thing for the LORD.  The rainless water filled trenches would have been quite the help 
for the kings.  It would have been a remarkable and miraculous event.  To then have military victory on top of this 
would have been even more amazing.  Yet Elisha almost casually implies, “oh yeah, and God will bring victory too…”  
God’s power is awesome.

 
2 Kings 3:20-27 - A Miraculous Victory And A Strange Conclusion
 

v. 20 - the trenches in the valley filled with water, just as Elisha had said.
 

Not only did God use the water to refresh the soldiers, he used the water to confound their enemy.  When the Moabites 
came to fight against the united army of Israel, Judah and Edom, the sun’s reflection on the trenches of water made it 
look like blood.  As a result, Moab’s army assumed the three nations had slaughtered each other!  They crossed into the 
valley with their guard down, assuming they would simply be collecting the spoil (v. 23).  This set them up to be soundly 
defeated.
 
Israel, Judah and Edom appeared and chased Moab back.  They entered into the boundary of Moab and destroyed many 
cities, just as Elisha had commanded (cp v. 19), leaving the land in rough shape to produce healthy crops.

 
2 Kings 3:25a (NLT) - They destroyed the towns, covered their good land with stones, stopped up all the springs, 
and cut down all the good trees.

 
v. 27 - In a strange conclusion to this record, Mesha, the king of Moab sacrifices his oldest son, and his kingdom’s heir 
as a burnt offering.  This is likely a desperate attempt to gain the favor of Chemosh (Molech), the god of the Moabites.  
The main practice associated with the worship of Chemosh/Molech was child sacrifice.  Feeling abandoned by his god and 
near total defeat (and likely death), the king responds radically by offering up his eldest son to Chemosh.

 
In turn, the people of Moab having lost their battle and now lost their next in line, are furious about Israel seemingly 
causing this crisis and tragedy in their land, and get so united in their anger (“great wrath” used v. 27) that they drive 
Israel back to their own land.  And with that the war is over for now and stillness (not peace) returns to the region.
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Let’s close by observing how the main characters in this chapter deal with trouble.
 

1 - Jehoram of Israel blames God and needs help from others in order to lead and push back his enemy.  He is hesitant to 
look to the LORD for help and only goes that route as a last resort.  While he has some victory, but ends up running 
back home, unable to completely defeat Moab.

 
2 - Mesha of Moab runs right to idols and false gods.  He is defeated by his enemy and kills his son.

 
3 - Jehoshaphat of Judah seeks the LORD and is given favor, in spite of the unbelief idolatry around him.  In fact, the 
unbelievers and idolaters reap the benefit of Jehoshaphat’s faith.

 
What about you?  When overwhelmed, troubled, or tired, how do we respond?  It seems obviously foolish to act like Jehoram or 
Mesha.  But, like Jehoram we do often get mad at God when things don’t go “our” way.  We think we are good at managing our 
lives without the daily help of God until life crumbles around us and we remember how incapable we really are.
 
We would never say that we are like Mesha!  But where do we run when trouble comes?  Where do we turn when we are unsure 
what to do?  Do we trust in our experience and wisdom?  Do we turn to a friend or family?  Do we trust in our money to bail us 
out?  Or do we run to God?  Do we worship at the altar of our abilities, spiritual pedigree, denomination, church attendance etc 
etc etc or do we bow before the LORD.
 
The real key is not whether or not we are like Jehoram or Mesha at times, but rather are we like Jehoshaphat.  Do we see his 
character in us?  Jehoshaphat wanted to know what the LORD thought.  Jehoshaphat wanted to hear the LORD’s word.  Jehoshaphat 
sought the LORD when he was in a dry land.  And the LORD heard him and spoke to him and care for him.
 
The Christian perspective is this:
 

2 Corinthians 4:7-9 - But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will 
be of God and not from ourselves;  8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing;  9 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;

 
Psalm 30:5b - Weeping may last for the night, But a shout of joy comes in the morning.

 
God’s love for us is not dependant on our circumstances in this evil age.  Bad things happen to those who live for God, and for 
reasons other than just their stand for him.  But this cannot shake our dependance on, faith in, or worship of our God.  And when 
men and women stand for the LORD, in spite of their circumstances and in spite of their minority, God can bring refreshment and 
victory.  In some cases, His goodness to His people can be so pervasive that is splashes upon those who do not yet trust in the 
LORD.  It would be wise for them to recognize his goodness (as Jehoram should have). 
 
The true man or woman of God doesn’t run away because things get tough.  The wait for God to work and trust Him to be with 
them in the days until He does.

So let us not settle for anything less than the LORD.  Let’s not run to any other place for safety.  Let’s not run to another 
thing for help.  Let’s not run to another place to find answers.  In fact, let’s not run at all.  Let’s remain close to the LORD so 
that His presence can comfort and guide in any and all seasons we face.
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